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Womonspace Is online! Check out our website at. 


http:/Awww.gaycanada.com/womonspace/wshome.htm 


SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD: 


Happy New Year! 

We now have a Volunteer 
Coordinator. Join us in 
welcoming Rae Johnson to 
the Womonspace board. She 
may be calling you... we are 
always looking for volunteers 
for our dances! 

The January dance will be a lesbigay mixed 
event with a 50s bowling theme. It will be held 
at Westmount Community Hall because 
Hazeldean Hall is unavailable on January 17. 

The Roost has reminded us that anyone 
attending a Womonspace dance can show their 
ticket stub at the Roost for free admission later 
that same night. 

Womonspace will host the opening night 
reception of the Canadian GALA Choruses 
Festival ’98 which will take place at the Sheraton 
on Friday, May 15. This is another event which 
will require volunteers, so get ready to roll up 
your sleeves! 


We are always seeking submissions of 
interest to local lesbians. Letters to the editor, 
book, concert and movie reviews, political and 
social commentary, short fiction, poetry and 
artwork are all welcomed. Contributors may 
either write to Womonspace News (Box 128, 
Main P.O., Edmonton AB T5J 3K4), attend a 
newsletter meeting, visit our web site at 
www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/wshome. 
htm or leave a message at 482-1794. Topics 
for coming months: February- Poetry. March- 
Transgendered people. April- Lesbians 
with disabilities. May- Lesbian yout: 


‘< 


Contributors this issue: 
Kristy Harcourt, Lindy Pratch, Sonia 


Na, Willow, Laurie, Liz Massiah, 
Honeypot, Laverne. 


Womonspace News is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a nonprofit 
organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding areas. Our 
purpose is to inform and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians. The opinions expressed in any issue 
of Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter Committee. The events, 
organizations and establishments publicized are not necessarily supported by Womonspace. 

Womonspace News is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome suber 
Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length and content, and to 
refuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, Main P.O., Edmonton, AB 
T5J 3K4. Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up to 3 lines free — at any time. Womonspace 
News seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publications costs. Womonspace does not necessarily 
endorse products or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse ads, For rate information, and to place an ad, 
please leave a message on the Lesbian Info Line: 482-1794. The editor is Lindy Pratch. 
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CHOSEN FAMILY 


by Kristy Harcourt 

My good friend Julie Lloyd is always on the 
lookout for ways that lesbians and gay men can 
benefit from the legal system. She calls this 
pursuit “finding perks,” as in, “Hey, I found 
another perk to being a lesbian, call me and I'll 
tell you all about it.” As Pve been thinking 
about family for this issue of I omonspace Nens, 
I've come to the conclusion that, for 
me at least, the freedom to 
determine the composition of my 
family is definitely one of the perks. 

Much of what we read, hear and 
experience about lesbians’ and gay 
men’s relationships with their 
biological families is negative, or at 
least very emotionally complicated. 
The positive side, it seems to me, is 
the freedom we have to create new 
families of our own. Freed from 
many of the social rules which apply 
to our straight peers, we are challenged to live 
deliberately and to make thoughtful choices 
about our relationships. Our decisions about 
what roles to play in our partnerships have 
more to do with our abilities than with our 
genders. Who does the cooking? The one who 
enjoys it. Or the one who has the skill. Or both. 

What makes someone family outside of the 
tules of legal marriage? I come from a huge and 
loving extended family. I value the histories 
and strength of my people, and believe in the 
lessons they have taught me. They have 
nurtured each other, fostered each other’s 
children, helped each other in countless ways. 
As I’ve grown up I have had less contact with 
some of my blood relatives, but at the same 


time, I have been able to enjoy a large and 
diverse family. 

Some of the members of my family are gay 
men—the people whose support and 
understanding of my coming out saved my 
young life. Some are kick-ass feminist women 
and smart, gentle pro-feminist men and 
wonderful, proud lesbians. One ts the child in 
whose parenting I share, another is his mother, 
with whom my closest bond is our shared love 
for him. Some of the closest live 
far away, some of the dearest only 
seem to get in touch in times of 
great joy or sadness. Rather than 
being related by common 
ancestry, our bonds are of 
experience and affection. We are 
of various backgrounds and 
histories but share common 
visions of the world and our 
futures. We are all committed to 
equality and diversity; we share 
interests in community building 
and left-wing politics, we value nature and 
peace and working for change. 

By inventing our families and reinventing 
what it is to be related, we are not taking on a 
simple task. There is comfort in rules and 
tradition, and there is uncertainty in change. I 
never fail to be excited by the possibilities of 
creating something new and different. As we 
have learned through the AIDS epidemic, there 
are endless strength and beauty in our diverse 
supportive chosen families. As lesbians and gay 
men, we are in a unique position to reinvent the 
family into a group of people who share each 
other’s celebrations and concerns, help to carry 
each other’s burdens and delight in each other’s 
company. 
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MY FAMILY, MY CHORUS 
The family that sings 
together 


by I andy Prateh 

VM, 
Edmonton Vocal 
Minority, is a 
Jesbigay chorus 
that is welcoming 
to everyone. We 
choose to sing material that has relevance to 
our lives and that gives us a sense of pride. 

There aren’t many specifically lesbigay 
choral pieces available for our chorus to 
choose from, so EVM sponsored a song 
writing competition. One song that came out 
of this—and which immediately struck a 
chord with EVM members—was written by 
John-Michael Albert; “You fill my life with 
music, with harmony and song. You make 
my weeks go faster and the years seem half 
as long. You give me back the rituals that 
Pve lost through careless time. You are my 
family, my chorus, and my rhyme.” 

Working on our music in rehearsals every 
week fosters respect and understanding of 
out fellow chorus members. Friendships 
(and romances!) develop. 

Many of us consider the chorus to be a 
family. This is especially important for those 
lesbians and gays who are not accepted 
within theic families of origin, and also for 
those who are not out to their families, and 
therefore not appreciated for their true 
selves. For all of us, the extra love and 
support provided by the chorus family is a 
welcome blessing. 


P-FLAG 


Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays is a support group founded in 1981 to help 
each other and to combat homophobia in socicty. 

The Edmonton chapter can be reached c/o 
GLCCE, or Lynne 462-5958. Outreach Line 944- 
1394 v.b. 3524 (FLAG) 24-hour recorded message 
except 7-9:30 pm Monday to Friday when calls are 
forwarded to a PFLAG volunteer for confidential 
and anonymous support for lesbians, gays, 
transgendered persons and their parents, families, 
and friends. 


LOVE MAKES A FAMILY: 


Living in lesbian and Gay Families 
A touring photo-text exhibit 


“A family is a bunch of people, or not so many, 
who love each other.” Liza (age 7) , 

Liza’s family is just one among 20 families 
represented in this exhibit. The photographs by 
Gigi Kaeser depict a diverse group of families with 
gay or lesbian moms or dads, grandparents, and/oz 
teenagers and young adults. Each photograph 1s 
accompanied by text edited from interviews with 
the family members. Together, the words and 
images in Love Makes a Family show in a visible and 
positive way, the existence, the love, and the power 
of these families. 

At the most basic level, Love Makes a Family 
combats homophobia by breaking silence and 
making the invisible visible. By educating people of 
all ages—beginning in early childhood—to 
celebrate and appreciate diversity, this exhibit 
contributes to making the world a safer place for 
all families. 

For more information, and to view photos from 
the exhibit on the internet, the URL is: 
http: / /javanet.com/~famphoto/lovfam.html 
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FAMILY MATTERS 
Do the folks notice that I'm out? 


by Sonia Na 

If i crop my hair short and fuzzy is that out? 

If i walk arm in arm with a wundergrrl down a 
busy city street because it’s fun and we’re about 
the same height, am i out? 

If 1, say, ostensibly read The Undt Lamp or 
Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit, or ostentatiously 
tote a “This Ain’t The Rosedale Library” 
shopping bag around in a pair of purple-laced 
boots, in the company of a screamin’ mimi 
flamin’ sissy boy friend, on Pride Day, with my 
calf tattoo in full view, while singing, say, Constant 
Craving at the top of my lungs, is THAT out?? 

You may be asking, “what is her point, and 
DOES she have one?” (couldn’t help myself, 
sorry Ellen.) My point is, ALL of the above HAS 
taken place, more or less, at one point or another 
and i often still feel amazingly NOT out. Many of 
my friends know and care, some know and don’t 
care, and many have NO FLIPPIN’ CLUE, 
which to this day just boggles my mind. 

My folks also fit into that latter category, and 
are likely to stay that way until 1 perhaps one day 
stand on my chair and say, “1 am gay, and yes, 
THAT MEANS that i am not going to get 
married anytime soon” (i don’t think they know 
what the word ‘dyke’ means yet). 1 also doubt i'd 
ever do that; it would quite simply kill them. 

Maybe that’s the main problem. 

Some people find the idea of living a double 
life exciting, but i find it quite frankly to be one 
of the the most disheartening things imaginable. 

But in spite of that, i'm usually in a pretty 
peachy mood, considering. 

Will wonders never cease. 

(Sonia Na is a Toronto-based cyberdyke) 


SUPPORT FOR ALTERNATIVE 


FAMILIES 
Be strong, Ms T! 


by Willow 

I fully believe lesbian parenting should 
be as visible as possible, at whatever level 
you choose. Others must see for 
themselves that we raise our families just as 
the hetero society does. 

I’m sure my own mother (who happens 
to be a staunch catholic) had visions of 
incense-burning rituals and dances under 
the midnight moonlight as a thing “we” do. 
What bull... but unless they see different for 
themselves, they don’t know... my love and 
I work, pay bills, eat the same food, solve 
the same problems. 

Well... maybe not always the same 
problems. You see we live in a small 
community. So for the safety of our teenage 
son, we've chosen to remain in the closet. 
However, since we’ve met, we’ve come out 
to our families. It hasn’t been easy and not 
all have accepted us as a family. 

Every little bit helps, though. Friends 
and family I thought would never come 
around now see we’re not trying to “make” 
our son do or be anything. "Cept maybe do 
his homework and grow to be a proud 
man. 

And when he’s on his own and safer, we 
will march proudly in 
parades so that one 
day we can walk free 
in the streets... 

Ms T, be strong! 
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GOIN SANTAFE =} 
by Laurie " * 

When it comes to holiday destinations, New 
Mexico isn’t exactly a gay/lesbian mecca along 
the lines of Provincetown or San Francisco, but 
there are plenty of reasons to check it out just 
the same—as I discovered on a recent “Turning 
40 and Must Get Out of Town” pilgrimage. 

My Beloved Travelling Companion (BTC) 
and I flew into Albuquerque, where our first 
stop was Full Circle women’s bookstore, which 
also offers calendars, T-shirts, cards, rainbow 
paraphernalia, and lots of other lesbi/feminist 
items that can be hard to find in Canada. 

After a vegetarian lunch at the Double 
Rainbow Cafe (an eclectic, casual, definitely gay- 
friendly eatery near the University of New 
Mexico) we steered our rental car towards Santa 
Fe, which is about an hour’s drive north on 
Interstate-25. We spent our first night at the 
Triangle Inn, a lesbian bed and breakfast owned 
and operated by delightful hosts Karan and 
Sarah. Their brochure description “private 
adobe compound at the foot of the Sangre de 
Cristo mountains” doesn’t begin to do it justice; 
these inviting casitas feature kiva fireplaces, 
kitchenettes, beautiful southwestern decor, and 
a hot tub. Breakfast includes fresh muffins in 
addition to a decadent selection of regular and 
decaf coffees and teas, juices, yogurt, fruit, 
granola AND English muffins (burp). And if 
you're still hungry after all that, just down the 
road is Gabrielle’s, which serves up the best 
guacamole this side of the Pecos, made fresh at 
your table. 

The Triangle Inn’s nightly rates range from 
$80 to $140 US; off-season and long-term rates 
are also available. Karan and Sarah proved to be 
a tremendous source of information about what 


to see—and what to avoid. They encouraged us to 
take the High Road to Taos (instead of the boring 
Interstate) for a slower, but much more scenic 
drive; enlightened us about the healing hot springs 
at Ojo Caliente, where BTC and I indulged im an 
arsenic bath and relaxation wrap ($26 per 
couple—well worth it if you’re into pampering 
yourself); and warned us that if we ventured near 
Abiquiu (Georgia O’ Keeffe country) the locals 
would not exactly welcome us with open arms. 

“They got so tired of all these lesbians, over 
the years, showing up and wanting to ‘retreat’ with 
Georgia O’Keeffe that they’re pretty unfriendly to 
visitors,” Karan explained. We were grateful for 
the warning when we took a quick detour through 
the small, eerily silent town on Thanksgiving day 
and were confronted by signs asking that we take 
no photographs and, basically, just leave quietly. 
“Touriste go home!” was scrawled across one 
adobe wall. We got the hint... and left 
immediately, heading a little further northwest on 
Highway 84 in the general direction of O’Keeffe’s 
notorious Ghost Ranch. (Tours of the interior of 
the painter’s house are available but the waiting 
list, Karan had also warned us, extends well 
beyond the year 2000; we didn’t take a number.) 

The High Road to Taos took us through 
Chimayo, where those who like that sort of thing 
can put their hands on “holy dirt’ in the Santuaria 
de Chimayo. This sacred site is also famous for its 
holy chile (spices, ristcas available for sale) and for 
Leona’s tamales. Unfortunately, Leona’s was 
closed the day we stopped by so we were unable 
to sample them first handhand, but Karan insists 
the vegetarian tamales are divine. (Which wasn’t 
so hard to believe, when we discovered Leona’s is 
sandwiched right between the holy dirt and the 
holy chile stand.) 

Speaking of chile... it’s everywhere. BTC and I 
got a different answer whenever we asked which 
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was hotter, the green or the red chile—so you'll 
have to find that out for yourself. But unless 
you want to say adios to your tastebuds for a 
while, be sure and ask for the MILD version of 
any chile (it usually comes on the side of any 
meal, whether you specifically order it or not). 
Also, while authentic chile is vegetarian (purists 
are aghast at the thought of desecrating it with 
beef, beans and/or tomatoes), it’s best to 
double check with the wait staff to avoid meaty 
surprises. 

A little further down the road is the tiny 
village of Truchas, where the Robert Redford 
movie The M:/agro Beanfield War was filmed. It’s 
also the site of a family weaving operation, and 
the stunning Hand Artes Gallery, where the 
curator was very friendly and helpful (although 
he felt obligated to inform us at least 16 times 
that the word Truchas means /rot, something 
fishy about that guy). 

Eventually we ended up in Taos which, like 
Santa Fe, is a haven for artists, writers and New 
Agers, but on a smaller, cozier scale—kind of 
like the fictional town of Sicily, Alaska, from 
Northern Exposure fame. 

Natalie Goldberg fans will recognize some 
of the hangouts mentioned in her books—Cafe 
Tazza; the Taos bookstore. Unfortunately, we 
discovered that a Taos lesbian restaurant 
mentioned in several women’s travel 
books—the Wild and Natural Cafe—had 
recently closed, but we found a delicious 
substitute in Doc Martin’s, where the Aeros 
rancheros were out of this world; and BTC was 
so impressed with her breakfast papas y chile that 
we seriously contemplated hanging around 
town hours longer than we intended, just so we 
could go back there for lunch. (The cute veggie- 
lezzie waitress had absolutely nothing to do 
with it.) 


Located just outside Taos (blink and you'll 
muss it) is Ranchos de Taos—home of the 
humbling San Francisco de Asis church made 
famous by O’Keeffe and hundreds of other 
artists and photographers. Visitors can’t help but 
be awed by the visual simplicity and 
architectural integrity of this adobe shrine. 

Like chile, Santa Fe “style” ts everywhere, in 
tiles, doors, toys, furniture. Outside of town 
there are native pueblos and ruins that can be 
explored, like Bandelier National Monument, an 
area occupied by the Pueblo natives’ Anasazi 
ancestors before the Spanish arrived. 

We took another road less travelled —the 
Turquoise Trail—back to Albuquerque and 
found Cerillos, a former mining town that now 
boasts Mary’s Bar and a Whatnot Shop; thank- 
you signs from cast and crew let visitors know 
the movies Vampires and Young Guns were 
filmed there. And, like vi jesculle everywhere else 
in this part of the state, the photographic 
possibilities are endless: a beautiful adobe 
church, a solitary cross on a cliff touching a big 
New Mexico sky,. sagebrush... take lots of film. 

And save some for Madrid, a former coal- 
mining town that has been transformed from 
ghost town into a magnet for artists, writers, old 
hippies, New Agers, Vietnam vets, bikers and a 
large gay and lesbian contingent. If nothing else, 
stop here just for the yummy pizza served up by 
a couple of very friendly dykes. There are 
rainbow stickers on every second door, a great 
coffee shop and too many funky shops and 
galleries to mention. 

Sadly, we didn’t have time to check out 
Hateful Missy and Granny Butch’s Boudoir and 
Manure Emporium or to be tortured oy their 
dog, Rotten—as enticing as 
their ads make that 
sound. Next time! 


{ 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 7 


WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton) is located in suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. Open Monday to Friday 
from 7-10 pm, for drop-in, peer support 
counselling and library services. Films on 
Wednesdays. 488-3234. Peer support 1s also 
available through email; 
gicce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the University 
of Alberta. Thursdays 5:30-6 pm. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio 
show on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pm. 

Queeries current affairs show on CJSR, 
FM 88.5, Wednesdays from 5-5:30 pm. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio 
ptogram on FM 88.5. Saturdays 7-8 pm. 

Lambda Christian Community 
evangelical church serving the lesbigay 
community; worship 7 pm Sundays, 11148-84 
Ave. 474-0753. 

Metropolitan Community Church 
weekly worship, McDougall United Church, 
10086 MacDonald Drive, (riverside entrance) 
Sundays at 7:15 pM. 

Also at McDougall, AFFIRM United 
meets at 7:30 pm the last Saturday of each 
month. Phyllis, 434-4808. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
welcomes lesbians and gays. Services of union 
available. Sunday services at 10:30 am, 12530- 
110 Ave. 454-8073. 

SOLO Social club for women gets 
together every week for a wide variety of 
social events. Linda at 447-4776. 


The Classics social group for women over 
40. Activities include videos, cards, pool, dance 
lessons and easy conversation. New members 
always welcome. Group meets the first Sunday of 
the month at Shakespears, 2 pm. 

Gay & Lesbian Youth: 486-9661 (voice 
box 10). 

Out & Out (O’) Outdoor and recreation 
group for gays, lesbians, bisexuals and their 
friends. Seeking more women members; leave a 
message for Jayne at 988-3132. 

Northern Chaps Edmonton’s leather-fetish 
club for gay, lesbian and straight men and women 
meets at Boots & Saddle the first & third Friday 
of every month, 9 pm to midnight. 
mcewen@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Northern Titans Gay & Lesbian 
Bowling Association meet for three games of 
10 pin every Saturday at 5:30 
pM. Pins and Cues (SW corner 
of Westmount Shopping 
Centre). $12. A group supper 
outing after bowling is also 
organized each week. Contact 
Karen at 432-3234. 


Night Spots: 

The Roost - Private club at 10345-104 
Street; 426-3150. 

Buddy’s - Upstairs pub; 10116-124 Street. 

Shakespear’s - Darts & Rumpus Room; 
10805-105 Avenue; 420-1679. 2 pm to 2 am 
Monday to Friday; 7 pm to 2 am Saturdays. 
Lesbian & gay darts league Thursday nights. 
Drop-in format. Also, Deanna hosts karaoke on 
Thursdays. A good night to come down for a 
good time! Open stage Tuesday nights, hosted 
by Jennifer Gibson. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 3 
Dance at Shakespear’s 
Women only; 10805-105 Avenue. 420-1629. 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 

Womonspace News meeting 

The Bagel Tree, 10345 Whyte Ave. at noon. 
Deadline for the February issue, ‘Poetry.’ 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7 

Women’s coffee night 

Wednesdays at 7 pm at Jazzberries Too Cafe, 
10116 - 124 Street. Kerry, 991-7834 


MONDAY, JANUARY 12 

Womonspace Board meeting 

7 pm at GLCCE, suite 103, 10612-124 Street. 
All members are welcome. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 10 

LEGIT workshop 

All-day workshop offered by Lesbian and Gay 
Immigration Taskforce from Vancouver. Free 
admission. Call GLCCE, 488-3234 or LEGIT, 
604-877-7767. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 17 

Womonspace Guys & Gals 
Bowlarama dance 

Westmount Hall, 10970-127 Street. 8 pm to 1 
aM. After Strikes, Spares and Misses with the 
Northern Titans bowling crew, drop by the 
dance for Dykes, Fairies and Kisses. Want to 
get in free? Call 482-1794 to volunteer. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21 
Police Liason Committee 


Town Hall Meeting, 7 to 9 pm.Unitarian Church 


of Edmonton, 12530-110 Avenue (main hall). 
488-3234 for more info. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28 

Movie night at GLCCE 

Boys on the Side - Whoopi Goldberg, Mary- 
Louise Parker and Drew Barrymore join forces 
in this winning celebration. Worth it for the 
soundtrack alone; songs by the Indigo Girls, 
Melissa Etheridge and Bonnie Raitt. 7:30 pm. 
10612-124 Street, Suite 103. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 30 
Leather night 
Shakespears, 10805-105 Ave., 420-1629. 


JANUARY 31 and FEBRUARY 1 
Pool tournament at Shakespears 
Vs. Rooks of Calgary. 420-1629 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1 

Womonspace News meeting 

The Bagel Tree, 10345 Whyte Ave. at noon. 
Deadline for the March issue, “Transgendered 
People.’ 


FEBRUARY 4 — FEBRUARY 9 

Under The Skirt 

A lesbian feminist production brought to 
Edmonton by Catalyst Theatre. Winnipeg 
attists Shawna Dempsey and Lorri Millan have 
been collaborating since 1989 and some of 
their previous works include hat Does a 
Lesbian Look Like? and Talking Vulva. On 
February 8, the performance will be followed 
by a Talk Back with the artists about building 
lesbian culture. 9 pm show each night; tickets 
$15 & $10; 431-1750. 


Gay & Lesbian Info Line: 
988-4018 


Womonspace:482~1794 
O’ Hotline:988-3132 
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FESTIVAL '98 
Canadian GALA Choruses in 
Edmonton in May 


400 people have already pre- 
registered to participate in the 
Canadian Gay and Lesbian 
Association of Choruses Festival 
98. Nearly 20 lesbigay choruses 
from across Canada will converge in 
Edmonton during the Victoria Day 
long weekend in May 1998 to 
perform in three concerts at Edmonton’s new 
Francis Winspear Centre for Music and a Finale 
at Edmonton City Hall. 

Choruses who have registered to participate 
include: A Vancouver Woman’s Chorus; Bridge 
City Chorus (Saskatoon); Calgary Men’s 
Chorus; Edmonton Vocal Minority; Forte 
Men’s Chorus (Toronto); Musiac (Victoria); 
Ottawa Gay Men’s Chorus; Prairie Pride 
Chorus (Regina); Rainy City Gay Men’s Chorus 
(Vancouver); Rocky Mountain Singers 
(Calgary); Sapphic Song Weavers (Vancouver); 
Singing Out! (Toronto); The Women Next 
Door (Halifax); Vancouver Lesbian and Gay 
Choir, and the Vancouver Men’s Chorus. 

In addition to the above choruses, 
individuals who are not members of choruses 
are registering for the Festival and will be 
performing in the Festival Men’s Chorus, 
Mixed Chorus, or Women’s Chorus. These 
combined choruses will be performing with 
conductors Paula Roberts, Trent Worthington 
and David Garber at the Festival Finale in City 
Hall on May 18. 

Guest artists and general speakers for 
Festival 98 include singer/songwriters Heather 


Bishop and David Sereda; choreographer/ 

dancer Brian Webb; artist Peter Field; playwright 

Brad Fraser; and Member of Parliament Svend 

Robinson. These prominent Canadians will be 

performing or speaking at various Festival 
activities and functions. 

Fven though Festival °98 is being 
organized by EVM, lesbigay 
organizations and individuals are 
asked to assist in organizing, 
producing and hosting the event. 
Festival 98 will be of great 
significance to the Canadian lesbigay 

community, bringing lots of positive publicity to 
the cause of lesbian and gay rights and building 
bridges between all people. 

To register for Festival 98, purchase tickets 
or volunteer to help in the Festival, get in touch 
with us through the EVM Infoline at 988-4620. 
In the coming months, EVM will continue to 
assemble the army of volunteers required for 
staging such an event. Participation in any 
capacity will contribute not only to an amazing 
musical experience, but also to an occasion to 
reaffirm the importance of human rights, respect 
and equality for all. Enjoy the power and the 
beauty of music. 


QUOTE ON FAMILY: 


i want to tell them: my back is healing, 
i dream of dragons and water. 
my home is in her arms, 
our bedroom ceiling the wide open sky. 
Kitty Tsui 
“A Chinese Banquet” 
in Gay and Lesbian Poetry in Our Time, 
edited by Carl Morse and Loan Larkin, 1988 
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BETWEEN THE COVERS 
At Edmonton Public Library 


by Lindy Pratch 

Who are we really? The puzzle pieces that 
make up our self identities can be endlessly 
fascinating. We are often mysteries to 
ourselves, and so our 
friends, lovers and families 
can only approximate 
knowing us. This universal 
theme has prompted many 
authors to explore the 
question. One example is 
Carol Anshaw’s Seven 
Moves, which I reviewed 
in this column in August last year. 

Terry Wolverton also writes about identity 
in Bailey’s Beads (Faber and Faber, 1996). 
Djuna and Bryn have been lovers in Los 
Angelos for four years when Bryn is left in a 
coma by a car accident. Bryn’s mother Vera 
flies in from Detroit to be at her bedside. 

Vera and Djuna each try to stake their claim 
to Bryn. Vera reads for the first time the books 
that her daughter wrote. Djuna has never 
gotten along with Bryn’s mother, but eventually 
they grow into mutual respect and friendship 
while they wait for Bryn to retum to her body. 
The longer she is in a coma, the more likely it 
is that Bryn will be changed by her sojourn 
between life and death. If she returns, will she 
be the person that Vera knew until Brenda 
moved away from home twenty years earlier? 
The lover that Djuna hopes will soon be back 
in her arms? Or some other self entirely? 

Terry Wolverton has marvellous perception 
and writes beautifully. Read it for yourself; get 
on down to the library. 


CENSUS 2001 


Make your voice heard 
EGALE is calling for lesbians, gays and 
bisexuals across Canada to involve 
themselves in CENSUS 2001: 

A project to ensure our voices are heard 
when the next Canadian census is held. 
WRITE IN AND BE COUNTED! 

The 1996 Census was the largest ever 
conducted by Statistics Canada. It was 
designed to create a profile of Canada and 
its people. BUT, in 1996: 

* There was no mention of gays, lesbians, 
or bisexuals. 

* There was no mention of same-sex 
families. 

* Those in same-sex relationships had no 
choice but to indicate their marital status 
as “single.” 

YOU can help change that! 

The 2001 Census Consultation Project is 
now under way and Statistics Canada 
would like your input. If you would like to 
get involved, submit your written comments 
no later than 31 March 1998 to: 

Pamela White, manager 

2001 Census Content Determination 
Project 

Statistics Canada, 3-B4, Jean Talon 
Building, Tunney’s Pasture 

Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OT6 

Telephone: (613) 951-6994 

or Fax: (613) 951-9300 

Internet: consultation2001 @statcan.ca 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 11 


SPEAKING OF ‘NORMAL’ 


by Lax Massiah 
Clinical Social Worker, MSW’, RSW’ 

This issue ts about families—a fitting topic 
for after the holiday season, when the 
demands of the season, our expectations of 
ourselves and our familics often meet in a 
challenging way. 

We have all come from families. Theirs is 
often the strongest influence in our lives, 
shaping our beliefs of the world, of others and 
of ourselves. They teach us directly and 
indirectly if the world is a safe place or not, if 
others can be trusted, if we can trust 
ourselves. 

The musical Tomy with its hit song See Me, 
Feel Me expresses what healthy families let us 
do—say what we see, hear, feel, taste, and 
experience, and be supported and 
acknowledged in those experiences. 

As women, and lesbians, we know only too 
well the impact of being the victims of much 
of the abuse in families, of being forced to 
meet others’ needs in unhealthy ways. We 
know about not being able to speak what we 
need to say. 

We also know the impact of being 
responsible for the wellbeing of our family; 
everything gets blamed on mother. “Mother- 
blaming” is a strong part of our culture; it 
allows us to be angry with our mothers, 
casting them as the villains in our lives. Some 
suggest this helps to protect men from the 
consequences of their abusive behaviours. 
Often women who have been abused by male 
relatives spend enormous energy blaming their 
mothers for not protecting them, yet will 
show little emotion about the male 
perpetrator. 


And of course there are all the definitions of 
families. Here m Alberta it is pretty clear what a 
family is supposed to be—most of us don’t fit the 
image. Many lesbians have children, many lesbian 
couples have children, and share the struggles of 
non-lesbian families in raising these kids. It 1s more 
demanding and complex, and the risks are different 
for queer families. Also the work of sorting out the 
issues is more demanding. Often young children 
will accept mom’s new partner of the same gender, 
but when adolescence arrives, so do new issues. 

Kids struggle with questions like “if mom does 
not love my dad because he is a man, and she loves 
a woman, then if I am a male, how can she love 
me?” Or “if mom loves a woman, will she still love 
me if I love a man?” Often these questions are not 
conscious, just part of the murkiness the kids have 
to sort out as they become adults. Then there are 
the questions of birth family, adoption, chosen 
family. We know how important it is foradopted 
children to know about birth families. 

Sometimes it seems we cat) not properly grieve 
and say goodbye to our dreams of our birth parents 
until we know about them clearly and then can say 
goodbye. Or let go of our adoptive family’s notions 
of who we should be until we know who we are or 
who we came from. 

Families ate complex, wonderful, dangerous and 
essential all at the same time. Reflect on your 
family, its past, present and future, and notice the 
differences in what you think now compared to 
what you thought five years ago. What will you 
think five years from now ? What would an older 
wiser crone part of yourself say to you about you 
and family? Pechaps write that down and look at it 
in January 1999 and see how it has changed as you, 
your life and your family change. 

Suggestions and comments are always 
welcome. Contact me at 910-3050. 


12 WOMONSPACE NEWS 


sx 
ay EZ 
Xoo 
ay aS 


Ents 


1998 HOROSCOPES 
Yearly queerly forecast 


by Honeypot 

ARIES: So much for the wreck 
of old 97. For you it’s now the Year of the 
Lamb. Try a kinder, gentler approach—and 
it wouldn’t hurt to keep your mouth shut 
occasionally, either. June will be memorable. 
TAURUS: Go on that spiritual retreat 
you’ve been contemplating. Alone. A few 
months of celibacy will do you a world of 
good; you might even uncover that piece 
(peace?) you’ve been missing for most of 
your life. 

GEMINI: Those evil twins are going to 
need plenty of supervision in the coming 
year. To take their minds off sex, sex and 
more sex, consider a time-share in the 
Himalayas; invest in an organic granola farm. 
CANCER: You're not there yet, but getting 
darned close. Remain open to the unknown, 
and the sweet mysteries of life will reveal 
themselves to you. On a baser level, add 
more flannel to your wardrobe. 

LEO: You'll be tempted to play chesterfield 
rugby with someone who’s not reading from 
the same rulebook. Watch out for high 
tackles and low-cut blouses... they'll get you 
every time. April brings showers of 
deception. 

VIRGO: She can’t hide those lyin’ eyes, so 
don’t be fooled by her charm. You deserve 
better. Study up on your chemistry; much of 
this year will be spent out of your element. If 
travelling over water, wear a lifejacket. 


LIBRA: You can’t have it both ways. ‘This 
year you'll be forced to choose—between 
jobs and between lovers. Blondes may be 
more fun, but brunettes get it done... then 
again, threesomes have their advantages. 
Your move! 

SCORPIO: You're comirig to the end of a 
loony cycle. The dark-eyed lady is about to 
transform back into the raven. Confused? 
Try getting in touch with your inner couch 
potato. Exercise isn’r all it’s cracked up to 
be. 

SAGITTARIUS: While you’ve been waiting 
for your saturn to return, the winds of 
change have been having a coming-out party 
in your honor. Celebrate transition; embrace 
flexibility. ‘The muses are with you—-and 
they’re grinning. 

CAPRICORN: The streetcar of desire is 
finally stopping right at your door. Don’t be 
afraid to ride to the end of the Q-line; good 
things (and other sexy passengers) await. Get 
lots of rest in February... and prepare for an 
awakening in March. 

AQUARIUS: Don’t you think you have 
enough nachos on your bedpost? Pass on 
the salsa, senorita, and concentrate on the 
main course—it’s much more nutritious. 
And don’t worry, in 1998 you'll definitely get 
your just desserts, in the form of a fruity tart, 
or maybe even a taste of creme de la femme. 
PISCES: That moment of truth you’ve been 
dreading will be unavoidable this year. 
Facing it directly will be much less painful in 
the long run. If things get unbearable, buy a 
red dress. (You can give it to somebody else 
if you’re too butch to wear it yourself.) 
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ASK LAVERNE a x 


The insensitive 
ativice columnist 


Dear Laverne, 

Since the new year is generally a time for 
reflection, I’ve been staring at the mirror and 
wondering just what the hell to do with my 
life. The past year was very hectic—I slept 
with pretty much every dyke in the city, and 
now I’m feeling kind of empty, like there’s got 
to be something more meaningful than just 
casual, frenzied hit-and-run sex. Any advice? 

Aimless 

Dear Aimless, 

Well, la-de-da. Listen up, Casanova: You may 
think you have slept nth “pretty much” every dyke in 
the city, but you haven't slept nxth me. Show up on my 
doorstep real soon, baby—Laverne has an assortment 
of, er, playthings that are guaranteed to get rid of that 
emply feeling. As for plotting your future course, 
achieving a feeling of personal significance in the grand, 
universal scheme of things ts, I've always felt, highly 
overrated. Perhaps you should buy a new WCR and 
check. out some of those 327 sippy nen: channels... I 
hear the “Watching Grass Grow” network is 
particularly fulftlhng. 


Dear Laverne, 

I’ve been attracted to my best friend’s lover 
for months now. I decided to do something 
about it and sent her a Christmas card with a 
love note attached, declaring my undying 
affection. But my friend found the note, and 
now they both hate me. What should I do? 

Miserable in Meadowlark 

Dear Miserable, 

Boy, have you got a lot to learn. Never, ever put 


anything incrininating tn writing. DUH! The only 
thing to do now ts to ke kke a rug. Insist the letter was 
meant for someone else. and that in your confused state 
of lust_you acadently put it into the wrong envelope. 
(Aud of they buy that, I've got a condo on some prime 
lorie. er, scene parkland near Swan Hills they might be 
interested in.) 


Dear Laverne, 

All my life ’ve believed in Santa Claus. My 
friends tell me I’m naive and should grow up. 
But I got a Porsche in my stocking and all they 
got were lumps of coal. Who’s naive now? 

Signed, Vroom-Vroom 

Dear VV, 

I find your childlke innocence quite charming. Ditch 
those loser friends, pick me up at 8—and I'll steer you 
on a kttle-kuonn detour through my erogenous zones. 


EVERYBODY complains asouT THE WEATHER 
suT NOBODY 
DOES ANYTHING ABOUT IT; 
eEveRYeoDY COMPLAINS asout THE 


WOMONSPACE baNces 


... WHY NOT 


DO SOMETHING 


ABOUT THEM? 
We need a Dance Co-ordinator and dance 
volunteers to keep the dances going. 


WOMONSPACE 


NEEDS YOU! 
Please call 482-1794 
if you can help out. 


14 WOMONSPACE NEWS 


Jue 0. Liv 
Barrister & Solicitor 


I’m Moving! 
Effective January 2, New Address: 
1306, 10117 Jasper Avenue 


Edmonton, Alberta T3J 1W8 
Telephone 497-7755 
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COUPLES TALE: A workshop series for couples. 


Three Saturdays in February/March ’98. Topics 


include communication, fighting fair, love is a verb; 
negotiating sex; having fun. Call 910-3050 to register 


(space is limited) and for dates, times, cost. 


YOU, ME, US AND THE KID(S): Support group 


for lesbian families raising kids. Share experiences, 


coping tips; learn parenting skills; being “‘out”( or not) 
and being a parent; coping with exes, etc. Every two 
weeks, starts late January. Call for details, sliding fee 
scale. Liz Massiah, MSW RSW; Clinical Social Worker 


OUR ADVERTISERS IN 1997: 


The Back Hills guest house, 
Emerging Writers, Fennel 
Productions, Jennifer Strong 
(Acupuncture & Oriental Medicine), 
Julie Lloyd (Barrister & Solicitor), Liz 
Massiah (Clinical Social Worker), The 
Mountain Berry Inn, Orlando Books, 
Shakespear's Darts, Single Search, 
Sundeck Tanning Studio, Urban 
Grind, and Womynsware. 


To advertise in Womonspace News, 
call 482-1794. 


Business card size: $15. 
Quarter-page: $25 
(Classified ads are free for members) 
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Guys & Gals Bowlarama 


Womonspace Dance 
Saturday, January 17 
8 pm to 1 AM 
_ Westmount — 
Community Hall 
10970 - 127 Street 
J, Phone 482-1794 to volunteer 
and get inFREE! 
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WOMONSPACE MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Box 128 Main P O, Edmonton AB T5J 3K4 Phone: 482-1794 
Confidentiality Assured 
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| NAME(S) 

p ADDRESS CITY 
POSTAL CODE PHONE 
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12-Month Membership Fee: $15/single; $25/couple (with one sigsisletten) | ( 
Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low i income available) _ 
oll 


New Member] Renewal) 1 would like to be a volunteet Yes 0 No a ne 
Please mail my newsletter to my home 0 
I will pick up the newsletter at dances / events O Total siscldaed $ 
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